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HME

E 437I RITISH EMBASSY,

CAIRO.

No/. 41MA ..- -,145th May, 1947.
416/28/47

Sir,

I have the honour to enclose an extract from
the "Journal d'Egypte" of 13th May, containing a
French Press Agency report of an interview with
the. ex-Mufti of Palestine in connection with the
reported publication in the United States of
America of documents and photographs purporting
to prove that the ex-Mufti had collaborated with
Nazi leaders, notably Himmler, for the extermina-
tion of Jews.

2. It will be seen that the ex-Mufti categorically
denied such-accusations, which he attributed to the
Zionists. He then asserted that certain accusations
against certain members of the Palestine delegation
to the United Nations Organisation were entirely
false; the Arabs, both Moslems and Christians, had
never fought against Jews for racial and religious
reasons, he stated. On the contrary, the Jews had
always found a welcome among the Arabs, and
relations between Jews and Arabs had never been
disturbed before the recent apparition of Zionism.
The Arabs had to defend themselves to protect a
peaceful. Palestine which the Zionists., by their
imperialist policy, had transformed into an inferno.

3. I am sending copies of this despatch to the
British Middle East Office, and to His Majesty's
Representatives in Washington, Jerusalem, Bagdad,
Beirut, Jedda, Damascus and Amman.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

Sir,
Your most obedient, humble Servant,

The Right Honourable
Ernest Bevin, M.P.,

Foreign Office,
London, S.W.l.
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Le Ojand oUftii do Palestine se dfer;

((JEaN'AI JAMAIS
COLLABORE AVEC HIMLEER>

dselare S.Em. Hajj Amine El Husseini
,Le .Caire, le 12 (AFP). A - A

suite de la publication aux. Etats-
Unis de documents et photogra-
phies tendant i prouver que le
,Graind Moufti de Palestine, El
H'ajj Amine El Husseini, avait
collabord avec les chefs nazis al-
leinands et notamment Hinimler
en vue de l'extermination des
Juifs, El Hajj- Amine El-Hussel-
ni a fait a l'Agence France-Pres-
se, les declarations suivantes .

uJe n'ai jamais dans ma vie ac- M R'I'y"i''. i
compli une action et je n'en ac- ' A:
complirai jamais une qui ne. soit
dictie uniquement par l'interet' de
mon pays. Je n'ai jamais et6 i'ins-
trument de n'lmporte quelle puis-
sance ou organisation etrangere.

u Je -dimens cat6goriquement
toutes ces accusations qui ont 6te
formulies contre moi, et, en par-
ticulier, celles qui me presentent
comme un des. collaborateurs de
Himmler pour l'extermination des.
Juifs.

ccJe n'ai jamais &erit de ma vie
n'importe quelle .lettre a Himm- S.Em. HjSEAmine
ler Je n'ai jamais eu n'importe ElH
quell relation avec lui pas plus .... H.. ... 11l
qu'4vec n'importe quelle autre

personnel dlans le but d'extermi-
Sner les. Juifs d'Europe.

c(Je suls certain que les Sionis-
tes eux-anmes qui fon cust uer

mnainteidf des faun'se ;
tions :

poit que

gies centre certain membres de
la diligation pal stinienne a
l'ONU; ..elles sogt igglement en-
tirement fausis. ot inventees de
tottes .pieces.

uNqus autres, 4Arabes, et je par-
le aussi bleu au nom des Musul-
mans que des Clitstens d'Orient,
nous n'avons jamais et6 antis6-
mites a n'importe quelle epoque
de l'histoire. Nous n'avons& ja-
mais' lutt6 contre les Juifs pour
des raisons raciales ou religieu-
ses.

((Au contraire, les Juifs trouve-
rent toujours chez nous un meil-.
leur accuell et une sympathie
plus effective que dans le sein de
n'importe quelle autre nation. Ces
rapports- entre Juifs et Arabes
n'avaient jamals 686 troubles'
avant la recente app tion du
Sionisme.

((Nous nous trouvons mainte-
nant devant une agresslon sionis-
te dirigie contre ugre. patrie etnous ne pouvons que nous difen-
dre pour proteger lie Palestine
pacifique que les Sid te . ont
transformne malheureu ent . enenter par leur politique' 1mpiria-

outes ces accusations perfi-
-es ne geront d'aucune utt4e et
ne no bi Qohqp de pour

Von btpu u.notre 
pays du danger quil menace.

(Dans l'accompl1s nt. de no-
tre devoir patriot q bous no
craignons ni les' accusations des
-Onistes, ni leurs a geoes, ii
leturs menaces. Nous solnes par-
aitement certains que Ihvictoi-

re finale nous restera Mi :ous
avons pour ious le droit et is
ont pour eux 1'injusticen.
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DoingStreet,

14342/3/1/47

SECRET E 4453.

I enclose for your information a copy
of a telegram from the High Commissioner
concerning the suggestion of His Majesty's
Ambassador, Cairo, that another protest might
be made to the Egyptian Government against the
Mufti's political activities, (Cairo telegram
No.1037 refers).

You will, of course, note that the
High Commissioner feels that such a protest
should be made and quotes the Mufti's latest
message to .his followers in evidence. __

For our part we also agree with the *
Ambassador's suggestion.

000

ESQ.J.G.S. BEITH,



A$IN..Clear. 0.8. 7g.

From the High Commissioner for Palestine.

To the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

15th May 1947.
Date................................

4 ............. . ......... Saving.

Addressed to Secretary of State SAYING TOP SECRET. Repeated
Saving to Cairo, Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad,Amman ahd J4da
No. . .2 3.,

lis Majestye
2nd to Foreign

Ambassador's
Office. Hej

Cairo telegram No.1036
Amin el Husseini.

I agree that zuresentetions to theI
Prime Minister on the lines suggested in
His Majesty's Ambassador's telegram under
desirable.

S i' r

I

4' 41

b)

'

Egyptian
paragraph
reference

3 Of
are

2. The Egyptian newspaper el Ahram, which circulates
in 'alestine, published a message from Haj Amin to the
Arabs of Palestine in its issue dated the 10th April, 1947.
A translation of the message is as follows :Q

"The difficult circumstances and the dangerous
ambitions which surround our home have lead me to ask you
to stand against the danger and use all your might to
prevent disaster in order to keep safe the inheritance of
your ancestors. As the stages of our national struggle are
beset with difficulties it is necessary that we should be
united and we may have to make many sacrifices. I therefore
call to every individual of the liberal people to be brethren
in good and bad conditions, to unite your forces and statements,
avoiding party disputes ike a strong edifice.

As our popular revival
realised on the basis of good
therefore in need of a strong
to feed the national movement
national bodies to carry outI
ship in this disturbed sea.
leading the national movement
is known as the Arab Treasury
been completed and its ambiti
task is to contact the people
contributions. Brethren, Ic
Give as much as you can as t
money as well as unity and it
you are bound to shoulder as1
ambitions.

and national movement can only be
organisation the public is
financial syAtem in Palestine
and prepare means for the active

their responsibilities and guide the
The Arab Higher Committee which is
has established this ,ystem which
(Belt el Ma.). Its.plans have

One 4h warrant the best results.
and collect subscriptions and

call upon you to give generously.
he national movement is in need of

is a great responsibility which
the nation is threatened by

Its

0 liberal people, you have given much for your dear
home from your souls and your fortunes. This is not your first
sacrifice ard I am sure you will give willingly, support the
Arab Treasury and assist those who are working for this object."

3. 1 suggest that the publication
itself proof of political activity at
Nokrashy disavows knowledge.

of
the

such a message is
nature of which

in

"07

May
of

EM.r
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E 4455/49/51

En Clair DEPATNTALo0.1

OFFICE TO

No. 1105 D. 4.16 p.m. 7th June,

7th June, 1947

Repeated Saving to Jerusalem
Amman No.17
Beirut No.29
Damascus No.19
Bagdad No.29
Jedda No.14

, p. A p

Your telegram No.1056 [of

In the light of Jerusalem
Saving I agree that you should

lay 2nd: Ex-muufti J.

telegram No.112
act as proposed.

CAIRO

1947
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(Minutes. )

The letter from Mr
Stokes' letter asks Mr.
with the Secretary of S
in his covering letter
this request, he does sc

.Ban
Stock

tate.
does
o by

dak enclosed in Mr.
es to arrange a meeting

Although Mr. Stokes
not expressly support
implication.

It is, however, submitted that it is not
necessary for the Secretary of State to see Mr.
Bandak, Although the son of the Mayor of Bethlehem,
he is, I understand, a young man of no particular
importance. Besides, he has already been received
in the Department, by Mr. Baxter, who listened to what
he had to say.

What is more, what he has to suggest namely
that we should reach an understandiing wits the Mufti,
or, as he put it to Mr. Baxter, that we should make a
"gesture" to the Mufti, would involve a complete
reversal of our present attitude towards the Mufti,
and while some modification of our attitude may
eventually become necessary, there could be no question
of this while the Palestine question is sub udice
before the United Nations. In any case, the matter
is ;primar ilyr one for the Colonial Office.

I submit draft reply.
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Minutes.

ItI ,tJ 3i nwLN
The Minister of State has.asked for the

views of Eastern Department on Mr. Stokes'
suggestion that the Mufti should- be usediby us
to counteract Communist propaganda activities in
"the Middle East and that the ifufti could best do,
this fram Jerusalem. -

The attached correspondence (E 1175/49/31)
is relevant. H.M. Ambassador at Cairo suggested
in a letter of January 28th that the Mufti could
do less harm in Jerusalem than in Cairo, but,

-after consultation with the' Colonial Office,
the suggestion was turned down in Sir R. Howe's
letter of April 3rd.. There -appears to be no
doubt that .the High Commissioner would strongly
resitat any attempt to return the Mufti to
Jerusalem. Moreover, he is a man who cannot
be trusted and cannot therefore"be used to
help us in our propaganda. If we allowed him
to return to Jerusalem, we should of course
be accused of help-ing the Arabs at the present
critical stage of the alestine question.

13th June, 1947.
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RRS/MA

32, Victoria Street,

LONDON.S.W . 1.

23rd May, 1946.

The Rt. Hon. Hector
Foreign Office,
Whitehall, S.W.1.

McNeil, PC., MP.,

Dear Hector,

I appreciate your reasons for
the Son of the Mayor of Bethlehem, I
House of Commons and I was invited

some of our colleagues.

no
but
to

t wishing
he came

meet him

The point which he wished to thrust home
was simply this: The Mufti is strongly Anti-Communist
and as the accepted religious leader of the Arabs, could and
would do a tremendous amount to counteract the Communist
propaganda activities throughout the Middle East if his
pronouncement came from Jerusalem. As it is, exiled in
Cairo and so without the same authority, and more
especially having regard to the dissatisfaction at present
ruling in Egypt, he cannot effectively take such action.

However, perhaps
time we meet and there are
which I should like to have
come and dine with me one n
commencing 1st June.

I could say more on this next
several other things about
a talk. Perhaps you will

ight during the week

I am,
Yours sincerel e

R.R.STOKES.

.A,

see
the
by

to
to

U1

iam

*A-ec4A I
1 P -
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RRS/BMR.

Victoria Street,

estminst er,

LONDON, S.W.l.
301\Ea

ay 1947.

The Rt. Hon. Ernest
The Foreign Office,
Whitehall,
LONDON, S.W.l.

Bevin, P. C., M.P. , 3 j7

O'

list Ok

Dear Bevin, PALESTINE - GRAND MUFTI.

The Writer of the enclosed letter,
came to the House of Commons on 20th May to
several of my colleagues in the Labour Party
was asked to join them.

Mr. Ba
see
andlI

He is the son of the Mayor of Bethlehem and,
with their agreement, I promised to try and get him an
interview with Hector McNeil. Hector could not see

him and is now away on holiday: I think in fact Hector
did not want to see him. However, in view of
representations made and of the man's insistence, I

thought you should see the enclosed letter.

Yours since rely,

R.R. Stokes.

V~v
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4#i
COPY OF LETTER FROM;

Z. BANDAK,
18, Walpole Street,

S.W.3.

Dated: 29th May 1947.

My dear Stokes,

I understand that important Arab leaders are

insisting on the necessity of an Arab rising in.Palestine

as the only means of stopping Jewish immigration. The

decision to rule out the independence of Palestine as a

term of reference, made some responsible Arabs doubtful of

British intentions.

I do know that the Mufti has been standing stolidly

against such an action at present. I sincerely think that,
to avoid the conclusion by Arabs that Britain is hopeless,
an understanding with the Mufti is essential. He asks for

nothing personal; he merely needs to be assured that Great

Britain is not concealing political intentions which would

endanger the future of the Arabs in Palestine.

I should bi
meeting with Bevin
my departure solely

e very grateful if you
as early as possible as
for this purpose.

could arrange a
I have delayed

Yours very sincerely,

.-
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316t May, 1947*.

Manny thank for your letter of

the 23r dS about I shall be glad
n the iddle a t. uat the Are

to tali over "withoutfor the n*Ki
,uitabl.e Opportuni~tyfbut frtonz

S I shallbee away fry 
rthe OffiO

on a sti'h t holiday. , an l
be baOck on MondBT* 9th reta0, e

perha P our pdine neO evening
can arrange for us em to t Ibohe

afimber of free evenings aboUt the

middle O the monte

tt O0

R tohes, E8q. , . P.
32, Victoria Street,
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Registry
No. E4723/49/31

IPG

Drake '

to:

Mr. R.R. Stokes,
M.

House off
P.,.
Commons.

From:

Secretary of State

Copy corn spondenc
to Mr. TFafford
Smith, 9lonial

Office

tPI4

yPems

I'1 7

-Than ye-err your

May enclosi ng

to

letter

one from Mr.

arrange

I re h appreciate

me in the matter

will not be possible

Bandak.

z
I

of the 30th

Z. Bandak,

a meeting

your having

but Iam afraid

for

with me.

approached

that it

me to see Mr.

I, houJ}1 rnontioqtr phn- evor, t 'f

HLe hasalready

Office by the Head

Department,

to

been received

of the

who listened

in the Foreign

Eastern

to what he had

say.

In any case I should

quest ion

Mufti is

Office.

of our attitude

primarily

add that the

towards the

one for the Colonial
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OUr FILE

S3472/49/1)

Dew Di*,

I hate Mat yoar tter of the 30th is

enoig o wo b. . MtdC, atag in t@

ern. a meting with s.

Sppnett your hawing anoaeobSed ain

S he matter but I am atmid that it vlli not be

postblc for s teo smer. bcnfk. *. bas

however already been revived in tim romeg

ffcte by the 0ad of th X naten tttrtnt,

who list*nfd to sbat he had te say.

In any as I abotdSt that the quwftion

of our attitude tovarde the Mtti &s pr1mrily

one for the Colonial tfftee.

\( 4 44- 5 A t bs rC 4 A e t 1

E.

. S. itcokes, .

JRos of Couaona.
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Cypher/TP
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DEPARL 1TAL No,.

TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Houstoun*BosWll.

50th June, 1947.

D, 4.18 p. m. 50th June,#

R. 8.10 p*M. 30th June,

Repeated to Jerusalca,
Cairo
]3agda&tA
DauiaGS (Saying).

Jerusalem telegram No. 1149 to

Mufti.

quarter

Uim / -,

ct ULltry. Colonial Offio..

There are no indications frc any

that he is expected here.
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(This telegram is of particular 'aar yaM61
be retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

Cypher/'TP
CABINET DISTRIBUTION

ROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Houstoun Boswall

No.518
11th July, 1947.

D.? .25 a.m. 12th July, 1947.

R.11.24 a.m. 12th July, 1947.

BBBB

YORtANT e

Your telegram No.459:

ea.
Mufti.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs to whom the
Oriental Secretary spoke to-day in accordane with
your instructions, said that he was not aware of any.
ah to the Lebanese Goermrent in connexion wi h
t e ufti's movements. He promised to do his best to
prevent his coming to the Lebanon and said he would
eep u inforued.
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En clair
By Confidential Bag.

FROM CAIRO

E6268
ER TALiN

TO FOREIGN

,fir UL 1-4( .
-FFICE

Sir R.I. Campbell
No. 81 Saving
July llth,197.

Repeated to Jerusalem I
Amman No,
Beirut No.
Damascus N
B dad No.
Je da No.

No. 71
71
56

o. 49
54
58

5

SAVIG mmJP

ssss

Your telegram No.

I spoke
accordingly.

to the Head

1105 [of' June 7th ].

of the King's Cabinet

2. He replied with emphasis that it was quite
impossible that the Mufti should be acting in this way.
His Excellency pointed out that the Mufti was watched.
I insisted, however, that we had reason to believe what
I had told him. I said that we had sometimes wished
that the Muf ti could be housed in the desert, say at
Siwa. His Excellency said it would be far more
difficult to watch him there.

sent to Middle east Secretariat]
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N"o. 169 Top Secre'*

Addressgd to " novernor o. e
Repeated to fHih oommissioer , PeS ax.neO . 1.210

You Will l Wall tt in Way 1~94 wle it seemed
possible that the Mufti of Jerusalem, thn i Europe, might fa11

into our ha nda it was proposed that if arrested he should be sent
for detentiont in eyhellee y egm No 165 the
7th May 1945 refers. The M1f ti himself eade ug at tnat time
but in Decefoer 1945 it was decided that i7e of him asoaaes
who were then in daterition in Brussels should be ent to
Seychelles for. further aeten tion (my telegram-Nio, 64 o:
3rd c ebex, 1945 and gubsquent telegrap.ic correspondence referh)
The 1ast of those etaines werereleased in No bar1944

Reports have reently been current in the Middle East that the
Mufti of Jerusalem now resident in igpt may attem1p t sho't1y to
trxafer his residence to the Lebanon. If' he. make thissnve it

is possible that he will call..at Hailfa $ard I have had -nder

conSider~aionwith my olleagues the action which3 hould be taken
by the Govermt of Palestine in this event A deais.ion ha
been reached that if Mufti should come within ;u is diction of

.lalesin Gvenmnhe shou1d;be arrs tedand deoe
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04nediately to .eyohelles forw detention as political prisoner.
I "asum that adomodation vacated bhis acoosaices in
November of last year is still aaila * to house Mui should

e 'y. AL1 e oee sin this oonnotion would be met
t of Palestine.

2. I am asking R.. lomissower for Palestine
f ioru you iumnedately shoud Mufti eAt foot in Palestine

and else tor Advise ;ou now arrangements he woul4 propose
to ake in bat event for Mrtia tanaerence to Seyohlles.

It m unltkely that Mueti will take serious risk of entering
Palestine di tn bu t it is necessawthat we should make
arranmen .a now tor the action to be takn in suh an evnt.
I much wegret to here to ask you again to mke pa'ations

tf reoeptiaot an unwelon visitor and I sincerely hope
that Im will not in fact be. thrust upon you. Please let me
knnr it there are any dlffioultles regawqllng his reception in
thICh I can helP you. I shall inform you if there are any

nd1otions that such a ove on Mufti a part i imminent.
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M4.25
Beoretary of State

SirT . Lloyd
Mr. I. umaa
Mr. Martin
Sir 0. Jertries
Mr. Ulaokburne
Mr. Gutch
Mr. Trafford Smith
Poreign Offlo,

Mr. Mathieson
Mr., Higam
Mr...nett
Mr. Eastwood
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Mr. Sidebotha
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143542/5/1/47

Cypher (OT,P,)

(General Sir Ay

x 7 = , I, ",.
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c / ,}.", 1 t i t

PRC~LS, O?8.
Sent 12th July,

Cumnin ' a)

COLOIES.

19470 14.30 hr0
ki4

.No. 1520 Top Secret.

Your telegram No. 1149.

Possibility of Mufti calling at Haifa and actionto be taorken has been considered by Hi0 M Govr nment whohave decided that if he should come within the .jrisrdic tio ofthe Palestine Governent h.e should be arrested nd de aimmediately, to $eyohelles f detention a a? political prisoner.His Majesty a Minister at Beirut is being in trc ted to repeat.the warnings already given to the Lebanese Lovernmen against'allowing the Mufti to enter the Lebanon and to say that HisMa estyl Governmen t count on the Lebanee Go ernent takingall possible measures to prevent this from happening,

SPres umably you will make eue provisionalarrangements as are possible locally for the immediatetransference of the Mufti to Seychelles should he be arrested inPalestine. If you are likely to require any assistance in thismatter you will no doubt let me know Soon, Governor Seyclleis being informed of possibility of arrival of Mufti in teegrmwhich is being repeated to you,

Secretary of State
Sir T. "Lloy
Mr. Martin
Sir C Jffris
.M3oBlackburne

h Gut"h
M* Traffor Smih

Mr. g3debotha
sP. Wilkins

Miss B0yd
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D. 16th aIg,
Ro 16th
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No.228

Your telegram No,169

Accomodation referred to In your
?? gaNo.169, paragraph 1 .no longer availableA1torhativ e om odation an be provided forperson named at few days not+. No dfi cu1tyregarding reception, but apprecia inorationprobable mnber of rotinue e d emis: on to

pwgrhae localy sites o 9nitue i adanceoWing to iEW Very shwrt supply,
CP~n~

Poreig Otgite

Code

iDEX

-0EL U RS E 4F. (Dre 8 8 8
COL LMP

Of 12th July,$
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(oT 0 P)

(GeneralTO PLSTINE

FROM

Sent 2nd August,

No 0 1723.Top secret.

Addressed
Repeated

repeated

High Con
Governor

My telegram to
to you No0 1521.

nissioner Palgstine
Seychelles No.186.

Governor, Seychelles, Noe 169

Mufti.

GoV
accommod atio
anticipates
asked- for in
retinue and
furniture

ernor, Seychelles, Is prepare
in for person named at few da
no difficulty regarding his 1
formation regarding probabe
for permission to purchase 1

in advance

20 No doubt
accompanied
arrest and

if he enters
by attendants,

to provide,
notice ant

ieceptio i
number

ocally s
suPpiyo

Palestine
some of whom may

deportation under Palestine
most probable however that Mufti will be a]
and may later request that certain members
be permitted to join him in Seychelles to

physical needs.. Presu
made in advance of number
bear in mind, if .Mufti
Governor, Seyc helles, i

arre a
from Pa

ur

I doubt whether
expenditure now
Grateful for yo

r bly no reliaeb
of retinue but

uit

Mufti will

tuft8

d

be
be liable to

It seems

of his staff
attend to his

no doubt you will
is arrested in Palestine, that
s anxious to have this informations
is sufficiently likely to justify
listine funds on suites of furniture.

views on this

Sir A. Cunningham)
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Thi -document must be paraphrased If the
contenrts to aniy person outside Governiment communication hr its

Service is authorized,

Cypher

(G6rnera.l Sir

TO . OF S-.C._ON_8.

D 7 th August,
R. 7th "

1947.it 19.30 hrs.

NCo. 1513 Top Secret.

Addressed
Repeated

S. ofS.
Governor Seychelles NDo l17,

Your telegram No 1 .7234

Mufti.

I
Seychelles

am most
for the

gr ateful to you and
action taken.

the Governor

2. Present indications are that Mufti intends toremain in Egypt for the time being He is probably by
now aware that he would be arrested if he attempted to
enter Palestine and I consider that it is unlikely that
hw will do so, The purchase of suites of furniiture
would not (repeat not) be justified at present.

3o It is
Mufti if he, we
travel alone,
for him to be
iC d eported.

impossible to
re arrested)
and it would h
accompanied by

e

say who would be with the
It seeme unlikely that he would
difficult to refuse a request

one or two pers8onattendante
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Minutes.

I think the lines;on which Mr.
Evans proposes to speaks in Para. 3 are
quite correct. We have to take cognisance
of the Mufti's arrival and express our
concern, but it is no use our using strong
language when there is nothing we can do
about it. Mr. Evans has now reported his
conversation with the Lebanese Prime Minister. -
see attached spare of Beirut Telegram No.
521. It appears from this telegram that the
Lebanese Government may have been genuinely
surprised by the Mufti's arrival, but I
doubt whether we shall ever know the truth
of that.

AS regards the Mufti's departure
from Egypt, it does not appear that we have
asked the Egyptian Government to prevent him
leaving the country. Our line has been
that the Mufti should be prevented from n-
dulging in political activities ina,
The Egyptian Government's belated rep to
our representations will be found in O
E3668/49/G. In the circumstances theme
do not appear to be cause for us to comx-
pl in to the Egyptian Government, of the
pr sent development.

attach draft telegram to
Beirut.

9th October, 1947'

4 joA44 4(Ac"4 W"7
I agree that there is

to the Egyptian Government.
nothing that we can say

Our representations to

they/
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7n

them were confined to asking that the Mufti should not
be allowed to engage in political activities. The
Egyptian Government do seem, however, to have pla
no obstacle whatever in the way of his departure
agree that we should approve Mr. Evans' language. I
think, however, that at the same time we should
instruct him to go further and to inoa tie~Lebanese
Government that we cont on them to do everything
possible to prevent the Mufti from engaging in
political activities. I do not think that this will
have any real effect, for I doubt whether the Lebanese
Government could restrain the Mufti even if they wanted
to. It would, however, be consistent with our previou
attitude.

I think that we should watch Iraqi. teotionado
the Mufti's movements very closely. It is, not clear
what precisely is meant by Riad Bey's remark (Beirut
telegram No. 721) that Saleh Jabr is more excited than
anyone else. Does it mean that he is enthusiastic or
annoyed? The Mufti is of course a deadly enemy of
the Regent (he plotted with Rashchid Ali for the
Regent s overthrow in 1941.) But Saleh Jabr has
recently been showing signs of a tendency to pM. et

the extreme nationalists. We should watch carefully
to make sure that he is playing straight.

I submit a revised draft telegram.

10 -October, 1947.
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[This telegram is
retained by the

Cypher/0TWP~

of particular secrecy and shoul be

authorised recipient ai not passed On].

CABINif DISTRIBUTION

FROM BEIRUT' TO FOREIGN OFFIC.

8th October, 1941:7.

D: 1.5 p.m. 8th October,

i: 1'1PEm. 8th October,

190

1 97.

to Cairo,
British Middle East Office
Bagdad
Jerusalem.
Jedda,
Aman,
Damaskus,
Washington,
United Kingdof Delegation

MOST IMMEDIATE
The ex +ufti

,. a, ., --. . ... :. ,:fi .

CI9 4,

New York.

arrived in Beirut this morning.

2. According to Lebanese Prime 'Minister his

arrival was a complete surprise to the Lebanese

authorities, He travelled without a visa.

3 I am seeing the prime Minister this afternefn.

prop.* -to him that in view *r repeated

representatives on the subject the ex Mufti's arrival

rere iuns create a ost unfavourable

impressiono n His Uajestys Gvernment.

Gairo please as to British middle East Office

as my te1 .165 and Foreign Officeplease pass

important to Washifgtfe an ntad i1 resectiel
New York as ray telegram-s Nos 11 and1 21 respectively*

[Repeated
Delegation New

to Washington and United
Yiri)
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be

retained by the authorised recipient and not passed onj.

Cypher/OTP CABT DISTRIBION.

FROM B@IRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE.
Mr. 'ans
No.21 D. 846 p.m. 8th October 1947

R.10.55 p.mi. 8th October 1947

8th October 1947

Repeated to Cairo
B.M.E.Q. Cairo
Bagdad
IAman

Jedda
Jerusalem..T
U.K. Delegation New York
Damascus Saving.

ThECDIATE.

MMy telegram No. 716; ex Muf ti.

I was received by Lebanese Prime' s this

afternoon and spoke to him on inicated in

paragraph 3 of my telegram under reference. Riad Boy

said the ex-Mufti's arrival had come as a complete

surprise to both him and the Egyptians. (Sheik Yussef

Yassin whom I saw later told me that Riad Boy had given

him the same version). Riad Bey said first indication

he had of the arrival was a telephone call from Beirut

airfield from the ufti in person. He had travelled

without passport or visa in an Egyptian aircraft.

(It is learnt from other sources that aircraft belonged

to the M.I.S.R. Company). The Mufti was accompanied br
Abmed Hilmi, Sobhi Abu-Khadra, Osman Kmal Haddad and

Nujhad Hussein. I have since learnt that in a second

M. I. S.R. aircraft the following also arrived; Sheik Hassan

Abou Seoud (present Mufti of Jerusalem), Ishag
Dar[gp.undec. ]aul, Marouf Dawalibi and Majdi Jauni.

Riad. Boy told me the x Mufti was being accenmdateI for

the present in his (Riad's) house.

2. Iliad Boy attributed the su.dden arrival to a very

human desireo en the part of the ex Mufti not to be absent

when far-reaching decisions affecting Palestine were

being taken. He adMed that in his opinion his presence

would make no great difference t work of the Arab League

Council (Sheik Yussof Yassin told me the same thing) but

agreed that spectacular effect would be considerable. He

said from such conversations as he had had with the ox

rufti he had. former htheimpresion he wasp nomuch more
moirateand. also that hecary lulyamed.

4 .4!. importance of Colonial Secretary's statement.

j Ko-o oebaty*rs hanange aAf

9 Foreign Office lease pass to U.K. De4 Atin New

York as my telegram No.24 and. Cairo to B.M, O. as my

telegram No. 168.

Repeated. to U.K. Delegation New York].
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(bis telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP. CABINET DISTRIBUTION.

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BEIRUT.

15th October 1947.

Repeated to:

D. 4.05 p.m. 15th October 1947.

Cairo No. 1894;
Bagdad, No.872;
Jedda, No.414;
Amnan, No.447'"
Damascus, No.X22'
B.M.E.. Cairo, Io.766-
U.K. Delegation New York, No.5447;
Jerusalem (Immediate).

IPORTANT.

Your telegrams Nos.716 and 721 [of 8th
October: Mufti].

I approve your language.

2. I assume that the Lebanese Government would
be unwilling and unable to remove the Mufti from
the Lebanon or to restrain his political activity
while he is there. Unless the High Commissioner for
Palestine feels strongly in contrary sense it would
therefore not seem worth while for you to ask Lebanese
Government to do either of these things. You should,
however, take an early opportunity of stating that I
count on them to restrain him from takin any action
which would cause added difficulty for the British
Administration in Palestine~ You should add that it
would seem regrettable, if at this moment, when
moderation on all sides is clearly the first essential,
the Arab League were to be influenced by someone of
such a dubious past and such extremist views as the
Mufti.

5. Please elucidate paragraph 5 of your telegram
No.721 Is the Iraqi Prime minister glad of Mufti s
arrival, or are Iraqi feelings towards him still as
hostile as before?
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DEPA~ENALN.1.-

FROMB~I1JT O FREIG OJFIC
Evans
66 Saving
66 Saving

R.17th October

9th October
Repeated to

1947
Embassy Cairo No. 62
British Biddle East
Bagdad No. 80
Amman No. 85
Jedda No. 84;
Jerusalem No.. 62
U.K. Delegation Newg
Damascus 1o. 227

My telegram No.

Office

York No.

721 of October

Cairo No.46

4

8th paragraph

1Ex Mufti

Sheikh Hassan Abu Seoud is a Member of the Arab

High Committee and not (repeat not) Mufti of Jerusalem.

c00

V

Mr.
No.

1947

Saving

1.

FROM BKIRUT

4.6 0-joill"

DEPA-RTMENTAL NO,1.

TO FOREIGN O OFFICE

7cs .
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TOP SECRET

14342/3/1.

Colonial Office,
Church House,
Great Smith Street,
London, S.W. 1.

October 9, ill Y'jj
v 1' #1

I enclose a copy of a report from Palestine

on the informal contact established th-f-

in Cairo on the 21st september. It amplifies

Palestine telegram No. 1786 of the 22nd September,

a copy of which you already have. I am sending

a copy of this letter with its enclosure to

J.. C. Robertson, MA. I. 5.

)%P

(w.A.C. Mathieson)
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From the Offiser Administering the Government of Palestine.

To the Seeretary of State for the Colonies.

Date 23rd September, 1947.

No. 235 Saving TOP BSIRET. Saving jaR"'RTr.

My telegram No. 1786;
to partition.

I enclose a. Qtr of note by the two
officers of the Palestine Polie. who recently hadan intermal talk with the Mufti with the objectof editing whether he wi d be paripated to
aequiesee in any oerm of partition of Palestine.

attitude of Mufti

;,
,-

;. ;.
;

------



NOTE

ja mn Eff. El Hussejin.

An effort has been made to obtain the Mufti's response
to the following questions:-

(1) Is the Mufti irrevocably opposed to any form of
partition?

(ii) What would the ufti's reaction be to a modified
partition schm which would leave Jaffa and the
Negev in the Arab state?

(iii) Does the Mufti wish for a rapprochement and if so
on what basis?

2. In the absence of Sir Walter Smart and Brigadier Clayton
we saw the A/Oriental Counsellor at H.M. Embassy at Cairo on
Friday 19th September, 1947 to whom we explained our mission.
After reference to Mr. Bowker, the British Minister who is acting
for the Ambassador, 'and after Mr. Giles had discussed the matter
with Mr. Bowker, we were requested to refrain from directly
contacting Haj Amin El Husseini. Mr. Bowker expressed surprise
at our mission and the fact that he had not been previously
advised by the Government and suggested that we should remain in
Cairo until the matter could be referred to the Foreign Office
and a ruling obtained. I made it clear that our mission was
completely and entirely unofficial, that I did not think it was
necessary to refer the matter to London and that I had deemed it
advisable to consult the Embassy as it was not the wish of the
Government of Palestine that the Embassy should in any way be
embarrassed by our inquiries. As no assistance was to be expected
from the Embassy we made no further contact with them.

3. The imninent return of Nokrashi Pasha from U.N.O. and
the prevailing hostile atmosphere in Cairo rendered contact with
official Egyptian and Palestinian Arab circles in Cairo difficult.
However, we were fortunate in being able to obtain the assistance
of a highly placed British resident of Cairo who is on friendly
relations with Hai Amin El Husseini. The text of the convention
between our conta it and Raj Amin El Husseini, from which the
answers to the questions can be deduced, is attached. It is
apparent that the answers to the three questions are:-

(i) Ephatically yes.
(ii An emphatic reaction.

(iii Hai Amin El Hiusseini would be prepared to
co-operate only if Britain withdrew its support
from Political Zionism.

4. From conversations held with both Egyptians and
Palestinians of Cairo it would appear that the Mufti, thriving
in the hostile and anti-British atmosphere of Egt, is determined
to call a rebellion and his old intransigent attitude remains
unchanged.

22nd September, 1947.

(A.F. GILES) (. A. BRIANCE)
DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL DEPUT SUPERINT DT OF POLICE.



His Eminence was in excellent mood, charming, joking.
He listened to my questions with great care, wrote them down,
translated into Arabic, and will in due course provide written
replies. In his oral replies he spoke without any hesitation or
apparent equivocation and it is probable that the average
observer would have believed that he was quite sincere and not -~
trying to bluff.

Of course, it is possible that what His Eminence wants ~~
and what Jamal Husseini may be forced to agree to are different.
The test will come if Jamal attempts to persuade Haj Amin to a -
compromise. -.-

As regards partition, in any form, under any conditions,
with or without the Negeb and Jaffa, disguised as federalisation - -
the answer would be a simply uncompromising NO. In the first
place, he was not bargaining with the Zionists about a ~~
possession in dispute. Palestine, including Jaffa and the Negeb,
was Arab, and he did not recognise the right of anyone to "offer"
him what was theirs as a condition of Arab consent to partition.
It was like a robber trying to make conditions on which he would
return stolen property. In the second place, the Arabs were
absolutely convinced that no form of partition or federalisation
would finally satisfy the Zionists. Whatever they got would
merely be a springboard from which to leap on more. He had the
best reasons in the world for this belief. The Zionists had
openly and repeatedly declared that a part of Palestine was not
their aim; they had declared that their eventual aim would never
be relinquished. Take Weizman. In 1922, "We have no thought of a
Jewish state"; by 1936-7, "We would accept partition"; by 1942
(Biltmore) "Palestine to be a Jewish state"; today, "Palestine
to be a Jewish state and Trans-Jordan is part of Palestine".
What more could we want? People used to say Hitler did not mean
what he said in Mein Kampf, and even when he stuck to the
programme in that book people wouldn't believe. So, people today
are foolish enough or scheming enough to pretend to believe thatt-
the Zionists would give up their avowed aims and desig if they
were given a part of them.' Put yourself in the Arabs' place. C)r)

Remember yourselves in 1940. Did you ever think of offering the C

Germans part of Britain on condition they let you alone in the
rest? Of course not, and you never would. To start with, you
would have preferred to die defending it. In the second you
know that they would never have kept their word to remain in the
one part. All right. That was how the Arabs were; and, once
again, the answer to "Partition", "Federalisation", in fact any
system that gave the Zionists political authority in Palestine, was
NO, categorically NO. The Jews, like anybody else, would have as
many and no more rights as the other citizens of Palestine. Jews
in England did not vote, etc., until they were naturalised. Jews
and Arabs for that matter - in Palestine also woud not have full
rights until they became Palestinian citizens. There would be
no discrimination against the Jews nor against any other people
in Palestine. But the Arabs would NEVER agree to any bestowal on
the Zionists of political power or privilege that put them above
or independent of the Palestinian state government.

As regards co-operation with the British, there was
no fundamental reason whatsoever why the two peoples, Arabs and
British, should not co-operate. They had many interests in
common, many of the leaders in the Arab countries admired, liked
and were grateful to the British - but don't let that deceive you
into thinking that any Arab leader will weaken where Palestine is

concerned./



concerned. There are a few weak sisters, but the county has
no use for them and they have no influence in the country.
Palestinian Arab enmity towards the British is purely political -

they hate the policy which has founded and nourished the
Zionists national home. The moment it has become clear that-
Britain is no longer supporting Zionist political aspirations -
in Palestine, that moment will the depth of Arab friendship for-
Britain become clear. It would be too much to hope that Britain
who, as everyone knows, is one of the Big Five in the
United Nations, would make it evident there that she did~ not
intend to support Zionist political claims and aims in
Palestine? That she would reject Partition or any other scheme
giving the Zionists that political foothold which they need and-
want in order to realize their ultimate aims? Were Britain to
take such a stand she would have gained Arab friendship in a
moment. It was little to ask. Britain has done a great deal
for the Jews. Let her merely refrain from doing any more
Palestine. "We do not ask justice. We ask less than justice",
because we do not ask Britain to undo the past.g

Those are the conditions. Decide whether you will
continue to support political Zionism. If you do, you can never
hope for Arab co-operation, for the Arabs would be co-operating -
in bringing about their own destruction.

As regards the withdrawal of British troops from
Palestine, we would not mind. We do not fear the Jews, their
Stern, Irgun, Hiaganah. We might lose at first. We would have
many losses, but in the end We must win. Remember Mussolini,
who talked of 8,000,000 bayonets, who bluffed the world that he
had turned the macaronis back into Romans. For 21 years he made
this bluff, and what happened when his Romans were put to the*
test? They crumbled into nothing. So with the Zionists. They
will eventually crumble into nothing, and we do not fear the
result, unless of course Britain or america or some other Great
Power intervenes. Even then we shall fight and the Arab world
will be perpetually hostile. Nor do we want you to substitute
Americana or United Nations troops for the British. That would e
be even worse. We want no foreign troops. Leave us to fight
it out ourselves.

(The question of Haj imin's personal position was
not directly raised, beyond fry observations that he was a key man
in the attitude of the Palestinian Arabs. But I would say that he
fears no rival, that it never enters his head that he has a
serious rival, and that any attempt by an outside power to place
another Palestinian Arab at the head of the Palestinian movement

could not succeed. I would say that he was supremely confident
in the strength of his position and in his belief that the
Palestinian arabs look to him as unquestioned leader. At the
same time, he gave a definite impression of personal
disinterestedness; but that would be because he has probably
never doubted the strength of his own position.

Most of the conversation was in Turkish, Important
words and phrases repeated in Arabic. Haj Amin occasionally
lapsed into broken French and even, once or twice, into a word or
two of English. Speaking of the Zionist ultimate aims, he
several times repeated with evident pleasure the phrase
"L'appetit vient en mangeant.")

21st September, 1947.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and. should be

retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/0TP ABINST DISTRIBJTION.

FR AR TO FOREIGN 07I0

Mr r. Bowker
No. 1998

10th October
Repeated to

D. 7.52 p.m. 10th October 1947
R. 11 p.m. 10th October 1947.

1947.
Beirut
Bagdad

A= 7 ~OCT
AMman - E7*
Jla
Jerusalem
D leSOU g 4
U . K. D010ele :-

Beirut telegram No. 721.
2

Ex Mufti.

Enguiri6s maae here have so far failed to establish

the pecise circumstance of the ex .Mufti's departure -

from Cairo. Present indications are that there must have

been some degree of collusion at high level on the part

of Egyptian authorities or else serious negligence an

the part of control authorities at airfield.

2. It seems that probably the ex Miufti's departure is

attributable to fortuitous circumstance of Arab League

Councils meeting in Beirut instead of Cairo where meeting

would have take place but for cholera epidemic and where

ex Mufti could certainly have had all o tacts he desired

with Arab Delegates. r/

6

It will be recalled that as aated in paragraph 4 of

sI SiRenalit Capbll'stelegram No. 11a14 of June 19th 1 s948

Sid ki was uwillinig to guarantee that i1gyptian Government
could peenMhue tfti's, escape from i E t " As regards

I\Iok r vn h xiissattitude@ regarding the exox 1f tisatitespae

see Sir Ronald. Caapbll' de spatch N.354 April 2tth
I~sptCthe latter do you wish a to make a fra protest t

Despite Get the ex Mufti's departure and to

st re tpr nt.his r-tytinto glpt? It ay be thought
tha prtes woldbe appropriate for foril s sake bthv

no hope that the Egyptin Government would cooperate inntry
preventing re-entry.

Foreign Offi! ple ase pass to Aman and U.K. Delegatief

New York as my toeDraaaNs. 87 an. my ltlegra No. 157
reie lYan. e t IaaSOUSasmy tel egram No.*137
Foreign O es Jeru aitJa.

Oe p atedtoAman n4 U.K. Delegation Nw York].
[Coiessent to Colonial Ofiefrtaas .~ oJrslm
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E 14/ i
194 A1ENDMENT SLIP.

CABINET DISTRIBUTION.

October
Cairo
10th.

telegram No.1998 to Foreign Office of

Last paragraph.
please pass to Jerusalem"
o.106".

After "Foreign Office
please add as my telegram

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTIWNT.

repet itCopies sent 
to colonial

repeitio to3eru1saflem.
Office

z OCT
S.

q

Ft

for

12th October 1947.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/0t'P CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FOM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Evans,

11th 7ctober, 1947.

D: 1.12 p.u. 11th OQtober,

R: 3.25 p.mi. 11th October,

Repeated to Cairo,
British Middle East Office,
Bagdad,
Jedda,
Jerusalem,
Amman
Damascus Saving.

L.

1947

1947.
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S , Q- ,,. .,..b4 .. o .r~

91 ret.

:x Lufti.

Arrival of the ox Mufti in the Lebanon perhaps
offers a suitable opportunity for a review of our
attitude towards him particularly in the light of the
favourable Arab reactions to the Colonial Secretary's
statement on Palestine. There is little doubt that
the British are no longer regarded as Arab public
enemy No.1 .0r Palestine and to this exten tat least
the ex Mufti is possibly no less of a menace from
our point ,fe view.

Assurances given by the Egyptian (+,vernment that
the x Muti 'would not indulge in any political
activities*pPear to have been -of little value. I
think tht ay Lebanese assurances would fall in the
same ca jgrr. Furthermore I doubt whether the present
Lebanese Ge vrnment headed by Riad Bey Selh would
be prep .te give any such assurances - if the press
comu u6 i ieident reported in iy telegram H..752
indica tes anything it is surely this.

3. As seeni from here it appears doubtful whether
any us. p pose would be served in making
repres-,teOns to the Lebanese Government in connexion
with the"' 1iti's political activities. An
addition 1 argument in favour of this attitude is that
acrd to the Lebanese Prime Minister the ex-4':ufti
is un1-, 'y to stay long in the Lebanon. (Riad Bey
Selh e tha t he had not put the question to HaJ
Amin b t/at he had formed this impression).

aire ass to British fiddle east Office
as 1g* a j 74
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTPCABI DISTRIBUTON.

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

.r. Evans. D. 5.54 p.m. 10th October 1947.
No. 750.

zn-o ouber 1947. R. 7.48 p.m. 10th October 1947.

Re Bated to United Kin dom. Delegation New York, Cairo,
British Middle East Office, Bagdad, Jedda, Jerusalem,
Amman and Saving Damascus.

IMPORTANT.
SEGRE1T.1 l

My telegram 725; ex Mufti.

When I saw Saleh Jabr this morningIer
he had been informed in advance of the ex Mkufti's arrival.
He replied in the negative and added that as far as he was
aware the Lebanese Prime Minister had also been kept in the
dark. He had no doubt however that the Egyptians knew all
about it.

2. A comruniqus had been published in local press to
the effect that all heads of Arab delegations called on

the ex Mufti on October 9th. This was incorrect as he,
Saleh Jabr, had not (repeat not), paid him a visit and he
roo sed to issue a denti. Saleh Jabr added that if

nuficalled on him hewou receive him very coolly.

3. Saleh Jabr said that he had made known to Arab
League Council his views on the subject of the ex Mufti.
He hadtold them that he thoroughly disapproved of the
ex D:ufti's ways and that in his opinion the ex Mufti was not

r man who had the cause of Palestine truly at heart.
&aj Amin had spent twenty five wears attempting to deal with

the Palestine question and had been unsuccessful. The
time had now come for him to retire and to leave the field
open to others.

4. Saleh Jabr said that he would use his influence
here to ensure that the welcome given to the ex Mufti should

not be overdone and that he would. arg'the Lebanese Prime
Minister to curtail his stay in the Lebanon. I doubt
whether he will meet with much success. The ex Mufti has

been hailed in the local press as the Arab hero.

Foreign Office please pass to United Kingdom Delegation

New York as my telegram No. 29 and Cairo to British Middle

East Office as my telegram No. 177.

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York].

0:0
OCT

r /

1



191

Registry
Number

}I7 /a 4
TELE A F M

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry

(

} 13

Last Paper.

R eferences.

(Print.)

(how disposed of.)

I

O0

(Action
completed.)

ZVI

cr.

45

E
PALESTINE;

J00( P
.. j 4.e

.4.i . /

(Minutes.)

JA.*

Wt. 24772/717 1 78 9 5 10/38 F.O.P'.

iI' t

3~ E

- 3 0gI i - _

a c

CAu.A.

Next Paper.

dYGl . - iJC

;.

S r '

/..~

. c)

-j

R #

fr

A

1/ /

.12L-

r^ZA44

7..I-7 %



S"

[This telegram his aofhie particular erecy andno should sd be ]
retained ythe authoxied recipiey and nohped ob ]

Cypher/OTPAN SSTR1BTIO

RO(BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFIE.
Mr. Evans. D. 8.25 p.m. 10th October, 1947.No. 732.0
10th October, 1947. R. 10.40 p.m. 10th October, 1947.

Repeated Saving Cairo British Middle East OfficeBagda&, Atean, Jedda, Jerdsal e &'Damascus.

The ex-Mufti.

When I saw the Lebanese Prime Minister late last nightafter the Arab League meeting, he drew my attention to anAgence Francaise de Presse report of which followingtranslation,

[Beins] It is-announced by official sources thatthe Brit sh representative In Beirut yesterday made ato the Lebanese Government to inform them of the
Mufti in Leban of e onthe subject of the presence of thet he British representative speciallym entioned the unfavourable i mipressi on created in London by 

i e t c o d d t he M f i a e a d o i iclat 
v t . [ n s *-

Riad Bey said that if this was pbihdi h oapress he would be obliged tissue ad in the local

2. There seemed to me t be little doubt that thereport, at least the part referring to the Mufti a
political activities,+il .a i had been inspired with a view to ae sued subsequently, particularly as the type-e1!~ sheet shorn me by RiolByeiane w ri~report one short and oncontaiedtwo' enofthei seemed to me to be a maoong. I ran told RiadBe
was trying to forestall a move by His .Majesty's Government.d Bey almost admitted something of the sort had occurredbut attempted to blame the French He said that-he hadgen tructions to A.F not to publish the report andHud try o prevent it appearing in the local ressHe added, however, that he would obviously not Lepnilif the report was published in the Egtian press I nsible

since been informaelit was broadcast ~h ~yta aian the evening of October 9th).
. tThe Probabilit is that the original report to theeffect that I M point out tohe Lebanese Gvernmentthat the ex~iuf'tis arvlwould create, e a* novrunt

.Iprssio nLq on (hc a ludea in _Tpp _
0 b 9 h I Z~1) has be 'C ....... ,o'ei, 0 idenben exanludef ere ne to

OCT his/



his polit a1 aott ordr eith to anticipa

auypossible reprsmati~a8 to the Lebaese GOt.iR~t
or to furnish a excue afor ayln the whole reor

The Prime Miister informed m e this afterRoCn
t t a various versions of the report have been

12is .ain the losa press, heprqosedtos a
In asenre as a rape dia

to the t totte"s hiifathe

y but pointed out that eIssis

iafoation the true fasts have already been ished
in LDnas. He wished to add a sentence to * effect

that the ex--ufi was enjoying fall liberty of action
but agreed to emit it.

5. My feeling is that usefue
ill be served by pursuing this natter

5555
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be

retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP
CABINET DI STRIBU TION"

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN QFFICE

Mr. Evans. D. 1-)5.p.m. TOcter tth.

Oco 1th,197. R.5.25.p.rm. October llth,1947.

Repeated to Cairo.
British Middle East Office Cairo.
Bagdad )
Jedda )
Jerusalem. ).AVIG
Amman. )
Damascus )

SECRT..-oNe r

Ex-Mufti.

My immediately preceding telegram.

The President said that the Director General

wished to tell me personally that the ex-Mufti's
arrival had come as a complete surprise to him and
furthermore that the Lebanese Prime minister had

assured him that he also had no knowledge of the

ex-Mufti's intention to come to Lebanon. He did

not say however that in his opinion Riad Bey Solh was

innocent in the matter; in fact other sources quote

the President as saying that he believed Riad Bey was
aware of what was afoot.

2. The President said that he had arranged for a
member of Surete to be in constant attendance on the

Mufti both for his protection and in order to keep
some check on his movements, and to this extent his

activities would be controlled and restricted and he

said that we could be sure that he would not be allowed

to indulge in any activities directed against British
interests.

Cairo please pass to B.M.E.O. as my telegram No.
281.

APT
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[This telpgam is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised reoipimt and not passed on.

Cypher/OTP. gAB=-T DISTRINTION.

D. 9.10 a.m. 12th October 1947.

11th October 1947,
Repeated to:

R. 10.50

Cairo,
B.143.0 Cairo,.
an agto

Jerasalem,

Damascus.

a.m. 12th October 1947.

E 9514

BE Mufti.

When I saw Samir Pasha this morning I asked
him about ex Maufti' s arrival. He said that it bad come
as a o pete suprise to him. Like Saleh Jabr he
had not repeat not) called on him.

Samir Pasha said that in his opinion
Mufti s arrival was a sign of weakness. H. was
1 g ud in Palest ie and therefore could not

oObe absnt when far-reaohing decisias were
being taken concernng Palestina.

Cairo please pass to B.M..0. as my telegram
No. 188.
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9627/
16 Ury

Minutes.

C
The Mufti' has arrived in the Lebanon,

where the meeting of the Arab League is
taking place. H.M. Charge d'AffaiPeVs
has told. the Lebanese Prime Miriister that
the Mufti's arrival will undoubtedly create
most unf yourable impresaion- ion H.M.
Government. The Lebanese Prime Minister
asserted that he had no previous notice..
of the Mufti's arrival.

Muf
in
the

The last Cabinet de
'ti is in E 6076/G.
Egypt but was thought

Lebanon.

cision about
The Mufti was
likely to go

a

the
then
to

The Cabinet agreed that the High
Commissioner$ for Palestine should be
instructed to arrest and deport the Mufti
if he came within Palestine jurisdiction
and that Hi.M. Minister at Beirut should
repeat warnings already given to the
Lebanese Government against allowing the Mufti
to enter the Lebanon.

It appears that we
Egyptian Government to
leaving Egypt, but only
to indulge in political

Arab
mal v
becau
The p
Minis
is sa
is no

have never asked the
prevent the Mufti
not to allow him
activity there.

The Mufti has a strong position with the
League. He has in the past been
u by the Iragi Government, particularly
se of his association with Rashid Ali.
resent attitude of the Iraqi Prime.
ter, who is at the Arab League meeting,id to be one of excitementt", but it
t clear whether the excitement is

pleasureable or the reverse.

It has for long been anticipated that,
when the situation in Palestine became more
critical, the Mufti would move to the
Lebanon, in order to direct from there
Arab activities in Palestine.

It seems perfectly clear that the
Lebanese Government would be unable andunwilling to take any action either to
remove the Mufti from the Lebanon or to
curb his political activities while he is there,and it seems quite unrealistic for us to askthem to do so. We might, however, ask themto see that he does nothing to make thingsmore difficult for the British Administration.

I have discussed this question generallywith the Colonial Office. They feel that thesituation has considerably changed with ourundertaking to withdraw from Palestine.
Once we have begun to withdraw, the activitiesof the Mufti in Palestine, provided they arenot directed against us, will not be our con-cern. We may indeed at a somewhat later
stage find ourselves having to reach agreementwith him if he succeeds in establishing
himself in Palestine or part of Palestine.
The Colonial Office are therefore in favour
>f a policy of masterly inactivity as regards.the Ruf ti s arrival in the Lebanon.
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E 9627/49/31
Confidential
Cypher/OTP HEPAR1MENTAL N0.1

FF ORE IGN OFF.'ICE TO CAIRO

No.1955 D.10.45 a.m. 22nd October, 1947.

21st October, 1947.
Repeated to Beirut No..55 )

Bagdad No.54' )
Amman No.37
Jedda No.35 ) Saving
Jerusalem
Damascus No.38
U.K. Delegation New York No.271

CONFIDEiNTIAL~

Your telegram No.1998 [of 10th October: Mufti]
and my telegram No.628 to Beirut [of October 15th]

I de' not think that any useful purpose would be
served by making a formal protest to the Egyptian
Government abent Mufti's departure or by requesting them
to prevent his re-entry.

BBB
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s telegran is of par1tioular seereoy a nd should be '349
retained by the &ithorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher .1' gABf1 T DISTRIBiUTLOI

1T0o IIT OJIGIfOrr,

Mr. Eve"

Th1i~tober 19,+7.

D. 3.58 p..

R. 5.39 p.m.

Itepeated to U.K. Del. Iew York
Cairo
B.M.E.O. Cairo
Bagdad
Jerusalem
Amfl
Jetda
DanaS*US (saving)

15th october 197.

15th October 191,7.

f.

Your telegram lo. 628 paragraph ; e3x.titi.

Iraqi feelings pertinent to this not change d -

ease see y te leg ra N o. 73 . . 4.sU nl

Foreign fice pass to United Kingden Delegation

lew York as my telegrar nIo. 35 and Cairo to Bri.tish

Middle East Office Cairo As my telegram iTo. 191.

[Repeated to United King$O Delegation New Yori.
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